The Bloody Assize
called in Ireland's case for the defence. He was, I think,
M.P. for Hastings, and says: " I do know Mr Gates and
have known him a great while ; I have known him from his
cradle, and I do know that when he was a child, he was not
a person of that credit that we could depend upon what he
said," and he adds the ver7 sensible remark that had the
discovery of the Plot come only on his testimony, he would
have discredited it, but that the corroborating circum-
stances had convinced him of its existence.
That Gates should fall under the spiritual influence of
the Rev. Israel Tonge was very natural, for they were moved
by kindred religious enthusiasms. Both were obsessed with
a real fear of the plots of the Jesuits to destroy the Pro-
testants and to re-establish the Roman Catholic religion
in England, From the times of Elizabeth and James I.
there had always been conspiracies and plots to restore the
old religion, just as there were Jacobite plots at a later date.
The air was simmering with rumours of Catholic plots.
And now that the Queen was surrounded by priests, the
Duke of York was admittedly a Catholic, and Jesuits were
more or less openly walking about the land, Israel Tonge
came back from Tangier to a living in London and another
in Hereford, and devoted his life to a study of the subject.
For years other scaremongers had warned the nation of
the coming danger. The condition of things was not unlike
the years preceding the Great War, Men who travelled
abroad came back to England with tales heard on the Con-
tinent of preparations for the subjection of England and'
the establishment of Popery. Charles II. was distrusted by
his countrymen; the Catholic party began to raise their
heads j the Protestants took alarm and the Dissenters lived
in fear and trembling. But scare pamphlets were not
selling well, and Tonge was looking for something far more
to the point than new rumours. He had already heard a
story in 1675 fr01^ one Richard Greene, when he was in
Herefordshire, that the gist of the latest plot was to murder